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These letters, although presented on different occasions to some
determined audiences, are volumed to air the anomalies in our
private and public lives and also in government policies and
polities alike. As the saving ‘Charity begins at home’. Gimba
exemplifies this in Coversations from the Letter -box as the letters
are directly to his son, daughter, brother, mother, father and also
his religious heads, all of whom are the microcosms of our
society and the world atlarge.

It however nudges our insensitivity to national consciousness,
and urges the need for all and sundry’s contributions to national
development.

Abubakar Gimba, OFR, has worked in both the private and
public sector. He served in the Niger State Civil Service, rising to
become a permanent secretary before departing for the banking
industry where he was Executive Director of Union Bank of
Nigeria Plc and United Bank for Africa Plc at different times
before retiring in 1996.

He is the Chairman, Evaluation and Implementation Committee
(EAIC) of IBB University, Lapai, Niger State, a former national
president of ABU Alumni Association and a past president of
the Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA). He writes in
virtually all the genres of literature and his works include Trail of
Sacrifice, Innocent Victims, Sunset of a Mandarin, Sacred Apples,
Footprint and Witnesses to Tears (all novels); Inner Rumblings and
This Land of Ours (poetry); A Toast in the Cemetery (short Story);
Letter to the Muslim Fundamental and Letters to My Children (social
dialogue ) and two books of essays, Once Upon a Reed and Why
Am I Doing This?. He has also been a columnist with some
Nigerian newspapers, notably, the Nigerian Tribune and Weekly
Trust.

Since his retirement, Gimba has lived in Minna, capital of Niger
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Dedication

The nation knew him as its President,

[ knew him as a schoolmate, classmate, room-mate and team-
mate,

Now remembered as a leader,

beneath whose humble, ordinary mien was an extraordinary
character: Umaru Musa Yar' Adua.

May Allaah forgive him all his errors.
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